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The seat of government was located in one of the mart The
towns abroad. "The head court of their society",
Merchant Adventurers informed the Privy Council in 1637,
" ever was and yet is beyond seas and not at London " 1.
The London court, like all the provincial courts, was techni-
cally subordinate to the general court abroad and professed
to be unable ' to take cognizance of their actions ' 2. This
was a convenient fiction which masked the dominating
influence of London in the affairs of the Company 3; but
the system of divided authority gave rise to dissensions when
the head court abroad made independent decisions, and it
was found necessary to establish a rule that no by-law or
assessment should be made without the concurrence of
London4. The government of the fellowship was in the
hands of a governor, chosen annually by the brethren
assembled ' on this side the seas ' (that is, on the Continent),
his deputies, and twenty-four assistants5. Their control
was autocratic, the charter conferring upon them ' full
jurisdiction, power and authority, lawfully to rule and
govern the fellowship '. They had the right to ordain new
laws, and to alter or revoke old ones ; they were entitled to
correct and punish ' disobedient persons and transgressors'
by fines, imprisonment ' or otherwise *; and they were
authorized to levy taxes, loans, assessments and impositions
upon the persons and goods "as well of brethren of the
fellowship as of other English subjects haunting or using the
trade of a merchant adventurer in the places or countries
where the fellowship is privileged ". In addition the obliga-
tion was imposed upon them to be " always helpful to any
1 Newcastle Merchant Adventurers, ii. 19. This statement definitely
settles the controversy as to the location of the head court. See also infra.
Appendix, p. 495, No. 5.
*  Newcastle Merchant Adventurers, ii. 44.
3 The principal merchants were Londoners, and the officials in London
conducted negotiations with the Government. The letters to Newcastle
from the head court were signed by the deputy governor, and those from
London by the governor : ibid. ii. 45-46.
*  The Lawes, Customes and Ordinances of the Fettowshippe ofMerchantes
Adventurers, 56,195-196.  A formal agreement was made in 1688 (ibid. 195),
but it was not observed : Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, N.S.,
xvi. 55.  After the trade was thrown open, the influence of London over the
head court abroad apparently declined.
5 The Lowes, Customes and Ordinances of the Fettowshippe of Merchant**
Adventurers, 5,